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GCSE Knowledge Organiser: Conflict and tension between East and West

1945-1972

Key Events

Key Words

1945 | Atom bombs are dropped by USA on the Japanese cifies of
Hiroshima and Nagasakileading to the end of WWII 1| Codwar “Term used to describe the tensions between the Soviet Union
and the West 1945-1991
194547 | Soviet Expansion into Eastern Europe begins as the Red Army.
remains in eastern European countries that have been iberated from
Nazi control. Communist governments are installed as opponents are | | 2| Capitalism The economic system followed by the West during the Cold war.
execuied and elections are rigged. People have the right to startfown businessesin a ree marke.
1948-9 | Berlin Blockade and Airlft reflects the increased tension between | | | An economic and poitical system in which there s no private
Eastand West and proves containment is working, Communism | ownership, people conirbute based on their abity and take only
what hey need.
1950-53 | The Korean War : a proxy war begins between North and South
Korea (North supported by USSR and China, South supported by
USA) . mloc | GrouP of countries in Easten Europe that were alled because of
Faste shared interests during the Cold War.
1956
Hungarian Uprising Protesters in Hungary call for new freedoms and | | | L\ | intemational organisation founded n 184510 sop confictand
greater independence. This is put down brutally by the USSR ni N5 | ancourage cooperation befween countries
1950
The arms race continues more advanced weapons are developed 6. | DominoTheory | o folowedn the USA from Eisenower onwarcs that when
on both sides including the hydrogen bomb to raise tensions further ‘one country falls to Communism, its neighbours would fall too,
ke dominoes
B o An indirect war between the superpowers where the USA or
1960 | U2 Crisis ; American U2 spy plane shot down over Russia and pilo, Proxy USSR fund the ofher enemy eg Korean War, Vietnam War.
Gary Powers, captured. When Paris Peace Summit meets 13 days.
later, Khrushchev demands Eisenhower apologises. Eisenhower
refuses so Khrushehev storms out. N The period after Stalin's death in which Khrushchev
de-stalinisation | tried to make changes to the USSR
1962 | Cuban Missile Ci S sefs up naval blockade to prevent Soviet
ships delivering missiles to Cuba. Khrushchev wamns US that Soviets -
would see it as an act of war. Tense stand offfor 10 days between o | uniatera The policy of giving up nuclear weapons without an agreement an
countries until countries agree to remove missile for countries within disamament | agreement fom otner countries o do the same
range.
1 French word Jease of tension. Used to describe th
1971 Detente and SALT 1 Detente was the cooling of tensions between Detente e e o o eee e

US and USSR under the leadership of Nixon and Brezhnev. SALT 1
‘was a conference where the Anti Ballstic Missile Treaty was signed

easing of hosiilties between US and USSR under the leadership
of Nixon and Brezhnev.





